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t necessary is to play the desired record on the Vision 
ap sing or pley the scloist's part with the recorc, be 
photographed at the same time with the Cine-Kodak, wad when 


the resultant film and record are shown together, the origi- 
nal artiste will be heard but the substitute will be seen, 
The synchror 3 and vision will be perf 


because when ker the substitute was in tire 
with the record. 

Normally the film is pr 
cabinet on to a rirror and re 
contained in the lid, I 
by 24 ins is obteined, 
required and extreneous 
cistance frox the cébine 
either vie the mirror cr 


j horizontally from the 
lected back on @ silver screen 
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radio is equel that of 
class graropaone or redio set, The control of the 
is but little more complicated than an ordinary 
radio set, It is entirely electrically operated from battery 
or the domestic supply mains es desired. 
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&s some of us were leaving the Royal Scottish Museux,Ecinburgh, 
after the Symposium on 2nc, July, 1977, Bob Walters called out 
"Let's nave a photograph", The real of this impromptu pose 
is seen on page 124%, 


ngelly, Paul Collenevte, 


iris ee dickies abi Wynchan = m, Peter Adamson, kaynmond 


After the picture-iaking, a majority of those in it, plus 
John Hoffman's father and son, "invaded" Henderson's vegeter- 
ian restaurant on Hanover Street where a most appetising 
variety of dishes proved very popular, 


case cf "better lete than never" and will give 


This is a 
readers an idee of the appearance of some collectors who have 
contributed to our pages. We are grateful that it was taken 


re) sehet a very pleasureble on. May we hope that some 
of the other pictures teken re 1$77 Centennial functions 
may et least pess before our Editcrial eyes, 


> * * * * 
Gur front cover picture wes sent by Oiiver Berliner and shows 
his grandfather's shep in Montreal circa 1900 
= * * * * 
FORTECOMING SALES 
Christie's South Kensington 8th.Nov.1978 


contéect Shetaresioae Proudfoot. 
5.014 Brompton Road, London SW7 
phone 01-58-2231 
* 


Phillips Merylecone Auction Rooms 
26th. Sept. and 5th. Dec. 
— Peter Marsh 


London NW‘4 
Pes Pe he eros 4118 
* 
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16/17th.Nov.1978 


Sotheby's Belgravia 
contect Hilary Key 
49. Motcomb Street, London SW1i X 8LB 
phone 01-235-4311 


The Vision Tone is an American invention, The first 
supply will be of American manufacture, but a company has 
already been formed in this comtry. I+ will shorily be o, 
view at branches of Keith Prowse & Co. who will be distriby-. 
ing wholesale and reteil, It will also be abtainable froy 

sic dealers, large s Like most instruments . 
me will be purchaseable 4, 
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s type and price, the 
instalments." 


The machine wes eboutthree feet wide, two feet deep a-- 
43 feet high, in e fancy carveé wooden cabinet, standing on 
legs. The lid had @ screen on its under side, and on openin: 
the mirror for projecting, and controls, spring into place, 
There were double doors a@i the front, behind which the filr 
wes loaded vertically 


I have found no further reference to the Vision Tone, 
SO cannot state whether the machine actually reached the 
market. Does any reader imow something about it? It may b: 
thet it was killed by the iminext depression, as were other: 
2 the gramophone business, In any cése, this apparatus we: 
ahead of its time end the marke: probesly would not have 
"night—have-beer’ 


been ready for it, but it is an interesting 


ILLUSTRATIONS 


Fage 1293. 2. 
The top picture is of zs 
Sox cheby's Seleraras ain 1976, Itdis ineiiates - be compared | 
with the lower pict nc 2 page 1292 which is anoth: 
siniler phonograph firn on 7th.July, 1978, I: 
The catalogue description was "! 
good two-minute cient phonograph, activated one old 
penny and having gold-lined black-peinted bedplate, exposed 
feedscrew, floating reproducer end edjustable start and stor 
positions, the whole contained in a wooden cabinet, 10 x 9x 
82 inches (25-5 x 23 x 21.5 cn). & glazed lid, sliding 
aperture for modern spun aluminium horn, Coin drawer at the 
side," i 
There is one of similar principal and design in the Pathe a 
catalogue, but that solc e+ Sotheby's is not it. Our pictur 
show the phonograph fror differext angles. We are rales < 
Miss Hilary Kay of Sotheby's Belgravie for the photcgraphy. 
had hoped to go along to see the machine and describe its 
act 


Our other illustrations are of Edison A:tistes, or items the | 
are described in relevent text. We confess an omission... 
we had processed for mmadueaen pictures of one of the packets 
in which a Caruso 'recreation' HMY record wes sold, but madly | 
we have mislaid the negetives, We have put them in a wrong 


aioe ; 1 ; ee: 
envelope and misfilecd then somewhere, Thus more Edison artis 
* * * * * 


EUROCHE QUES 


Contrary to belie=, we lose too much when 


when peying Eurocheques into the banking account. In future 


we will positively X 0 T accept them, end will return thet 
to the sender, | 


We have found that only these from Andorra and Finland are 


worthy of considerevion. 
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AFFIDAVIT No. 1 OF EMANUEL BLOUT. 


I, Emanuel Blout, of the City of Montreal, Province of 
Quebee, Dominion of Canada, do solemnly declare that on ; 
the ‘Twenty-fourth day of February A. D» One Thousand ! 
Nine Hundred, I did request Mr. Frank P, Ritchie, of the; 
City of Montreal, to go to the office of The Universal! 
Talking Machine Co., No. 2265 St. Catherine St., Mon-| 
treal, and purchase a Zonophone for me. Zonophone No. | 
1303 was sold to Mr. Ritchie, and it had on it a Johnson} 
Standard Sound Box No. 35034, and there was given with | 
the machine 3 Berliner Gramophone records Nos. 3306-Y, | 
0872 and 0626. The amount paid for the Zonophone, 
Sound Box and Records was $15.00, for which I have a ' 
receipted bill. Mr. Ritchie brought, the machine, packed | 
in the original case, to the Turkish Bath Hotel, where I | 
examined the same. On February 26th, I sent this ma- | 
chine to Mr. Thos. S. Parvin, Philadelphia, Pa. | 

On April 25th, I requested Mr. Neil W. Bellingham, of } 
the City of Montreal, to go to the office of The Univetfal | 
Talking Machine Co., No. 2410 St. Catherine St., Mon- 


treal, to purchase a Zonophone and 2 Zonophone records. | 


He purchased Zonophone No. 2217, Sound Box No. J , 


25579, for which he paid $15.00, he also purchased 2 Ber- | 
liner Gramophone records, (as he was unable to get Zono- 
phone records at that time) for which he paid $1.00. And 


I.make this solemn declaration conscientiously, knowing { 


it to be true, knowing it to be of the same force and effect 
as if made under oath and by virtue of the Canada Evi- 
dence Act (1893), and I have signed: 


EMANUEL BLOUT. 


Declared to before me this Eighteenth day of July, in 
the Year of Our Lord One Thousand Nine Hundred at 
the City of Montreal in a Province of Quebec and es 
minion of Canada. 

J. A. CamEnon, 


(sza] Notary Public in and for said 
Province of Quebec. 


1R. Wile 


Research Library 
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AFFIDAVIT OF FRANK P. RITCHIE. 


, Prank DP. Ritchie, of the City of Montreal, Province 
of Quebec, Dominion of Canada, do solemnly declare that 
on the Twenty-fourth day of February, A. D. one Thou- 
sand mines hundred, Mr, Emanuel Blout, of the City of 
Montreal, requested me to go to the office of the Universal 
Talking Machine Co. No. 2265 St. Catherine St., Mon- 
treal, and purchase a Zonophone with three records. I 
went to the aforesaid place and purchased Zonophone No. 
1303, and on it was a Johnson Standard Sound Box No. 
35034, and there was given me also 3 Berliner Gramo- 
phone records Nos. 3306 Y, 0872 and 0626, this machine 
was sold to me by Mr. Joseph H. Ormsby, the Canadian 
Manager and Representative of the Universal Talking Ma- 
chine Co. JI asked for Zonophone records, and he stated 
that they did not have any then, but expected to have later 
on. I paid $15.00 for the above mentioned articles, 4. ¢. 
the Zonophone, Sound Box and records. F delivered the 
same, within the next few minutes, to Mr. Emanuel Blout 
at the Turkish Bath llotel. 


FRANK P, RITCHIE, 
declared to before me this twenty-first day of July in 
the year of our Lord one thousand nine hundred. 


Grorce B, GUELIL, 
[SEAL] Notary Public. 


+82 
AFFIDAVIT OF N. W. BELLINGHAM. 


I, Neil W. Bellingham, of the City of Montreal, Province 
of Guebec, Dominion of Canada, do solemnly declare that 
on April Twenty fifth A. D. One Thousand Nine Hun- 
dred, I went to the office of The Universal Talking Ma- 
chine Co., No. 2410 St. Catherine St., Montreal, and 
purchascd from Mr. Joseph H. Ormsby, the Canadian 
Manager and. Representative of The Universal Talking 


223 


Machine Co. 1 Zonophone No. 2217, Sound Box No, J 
25579, and 3 Berliner Gramophone Kecord for which I 
paid $15.00. I als» asked fc: Zoncphone 1ecords, but 
Mr. Ormsby informed me that they did not have any, but 
the recurds he had for sale then, were the ones for the Zono- 
phone. 1 then purchased 2 more Berliner Gramophone 
records, for which I paid Mr. Ormsby $1.00. The ab ve 
described Zonophone and records, were sent to my resi- 
dence by Mr. Ormsby and I turned same over to Mr. 
Emanuel Blout. And I make this solemn Jeclaration ¢_n- 
scientiously, believing the same to be true; knowing it to 
be of the same force and effect as if made under oath and 
by virtue of the Canada Evidence Act (1893) and I have 
signed : 
N. W. BELLINGHAM. 


Declared to before me this Eighteenth day of July, in 
the Year of Our Lord One Thousand Nine Hundred, at 
the City of Montreal, in the Province of Quebec afd 
Dominion of Canada.: 

J. A. CAMERON, 


[srac]} Notary Public in and for said 
Province of Quebec, 


AFFIDAVIT No. 2 OF EMANUEL ELOUT. 


PROVINCE OF QUEBEC, \ 
DistRicT OF MONTREAL, 


I, manuel Blout, of the City and District of Montreal, 
Manager, being duly sworn do depose and say: 

That on the twenty-third day of July last (1900) I went 
to the office of the Montréal Star Newspaper on St. James 
Street in the City of Montreal, and did then and there 
see in the possession of the proprietors of the said Mon- 
treal Star Newspaper the originals of three letters missive, 
of which copies are hereunto annexed identified with my 
initials, the first dated May gth, 1900 addressed to The 
Montreal Siar and signed Frank Seaman, the second dated 


ond, R. Wile 


Research Library 
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3/97 jao #adressed to the Publishers of The Star, and 
signed Prank Seaman, and the third dated June 12th, ryoo 
addressed to the Daily & Weekly Star and signed Frank 
Seana, 

‘iat the sud three letters were all written on paper 
hearing the business heading of the said Frank Seaman. 

Yhat tam familiar with the handwriting and signature 
of the said Frank Seaman, and that the letter firstly above- 
mentioned dated May oth, rgoo and addressed to The 
Montreal Sfur was signed in the handwriting and with 
the signature of the said Frank Seaman; that the letter 
secondly above-mentioned was signed Frank Seaman, H., 
and that the letter thirdly above-mentioned was signed 
Frank Seaman in typewritten letters. 

That the copies hereto annexed are to my knowledge 
true copies of the said originals in the possession of the 
Montreal Star Newspaper. 

That the advertisement hereto annexed marked with 
the letter “A” is an advertisement of The B&rliner Gram- 
o-phone, WRich appeared in the said Montreal Star News- 
paper on the twenty-cighth day of April last, and was cut 
from the issue of the said newspaper for that date, 

And J have signed. 


EMANUEL BLOUT. 


Sworn before me at the City of Montreal, on this first 
day of \ugust, in the year One thousand nine hundred. 
J. A. CAMERON, 


[seat] Notary Pubhe in and for the 
Province of Quebec, 


Exhibit , with said Affidavit. 
May oth, 1900. 
The Montreal Star, Montreal, Canada. 

GENTLEMEN :—My customer, the Universal Talking 
Machine Co. for whom I am running an advertisement in 
your paper, advertising their Zon-o-phone, has called my 
attention to the fact that you are publishing an advertise- 
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ment for E. Berliner, in which it is stated that the Zono- 
phone is an infringement of the Gram-o-phone. In the 
first place, it seems to me that you make yourself liable for 
this statement; and in the second place, my customer re- 
quests me to withdraw their advertisement of the Zon-o- 
phone unless you have I. Berliner omit any such state- 
ment from his advertisement in your publication. 
Believing that you will see the justice of this, I am, 
Yours Very Truly, 


(Signed) FRANK SEAMAN. 


Exhibit , With said Affidavit. 
FRANK SEAMAN 
GENERAL ADVERTISING. 


Main Offices, 874 Broadway, New York. a: 


5/9/1900. 
Publishers of The Star, Montreal, Canada. 


Dear Sirs:—You will remember that some time ago | 
began advertising with you the Zon-o-phone on account 
of the Universal Talking Machine Company; that Com- 
pany calls my attention to the fact that you are accepting 
advertisements from Mr. Blout, of Montreal, who adver- 
tises a competing machine, and in which advertisement he 
mentions the Zon-ophone by name. This is unfair and 
illegitimate advertising, and I ask that you see that no 
further advertising which mentions this name is accepted 
for insertion in the Star. I have no objection to any legit- 
imate advertising on the merits of the machine adver- 
tised, but I do not think that one advertiser should be 
permitted to mention another advertiser in your paper by 
name. This is regarded as illegitimate in the States, and I 
presume that you will take the same broad, business-like 
view. 

Yours Respectfully, 


(Signed) FRANK SEAMAN. 


Raym! 


Researe A ibrary 


eT SE Se ae aS eae 


Exhibit , With said Affidavit. 


JUN rath, 1900. 
Daily & IF eekly Star, Montreal, Canada. 

GENTLEMEN This is a tardy thanks for your letter of 
the 3ist uit. which has remained unanswered because of 
pressure of other matters. 1 do thank you, however, for 
the explanation made to the Berliner people. 

Yours Very Truly, 


(Signed) FRANK SEAMAN. 
Dictated by F. S. 


Exhibit , with said Affidavit. 
A. 
i THE BERLINER & 


-GRAM-O-PHONE 
(Talking Machine) 


will occupy the store, No. 2315 St. Catherine Street (for- 
merly Slater's Shoe Store) about May rst, when we will 
exhibit the genuine and only Gram-o-phone and records 
made under Canadian patents. 


The Price of the 
BERLINER GRAM-O-PHONE, $15.00. 


None more, none less, which includes a full size horn 
(15 inches) 200 needles and 3 records. They will be sold 
for cash or on weekly or monthly payments. We guar- 
antee this machine to produce louder and better effects 
than any other talking machine on the market, even 
though it cost $100.00. 


I would again warn the public against buying 
or using a talking machine known as the Zon-o- 
phone, it being a direct infringement of my pat- 
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ent granted in Canada in 1897. Legal action has 
been taken against the Universal Talking Ma- 
chine Co., the makers, in the United States, and 
I am preparing to take similar action here against 
this Company and its agents as well as buyers 
and users of the machine. To further enlighten 
the public as to this machine being an infringe- 
ment, I need only call attention to the fact that 
every Zon-o-phone sold has the flat Gram-o- 
phone records bearing my name, but sold without 
my authority. 


E. BERLINER, 
2315 St. Catherine St. Montreal. 


EMANUEL BLOUT, 
General Manager for Canada. 


Factory—367-371-Aqueduct Street. 
Telephone Up 2418 


AFFIDAVIT No. 2 OF THOMAS S. PARVIN. 
| 


STATE OF PENNSYLVANIA, oF 
City AND CouNTY OF PHILADELPHIA, : 


Thomas S. Parvin being duly sworn, deposes and says 
that he is the President of The Berliner Gramophone 
Company, the defendant in this suit. 


The deponent states that he received through E. Blout — 


copies of two (2) letters addressed by Frank Seaman to 
The Montreal Star, and to the Publishers of the Star. Said 
letters being annexed to the answer in this case, marked 
Exhibits “F” and “G.” The defendant was anxious to 
secure the originals of these letters, to be used as evidence 
in this suit. He thereupon accordingly sent a telegram 
to E. Blout, Montreal, urging him to secure the originals 
and send them to Philadelphia. Copy of this telegram is 
hereto annexed marked Exhibit “T. S, P. No. 2.A.”.-On 
the same day he sent to Mr. Blout a letter to the same 
effect. 
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Ay, Blout called upon the Business Manager of the 
SJontreal Star thyeee times, and requested and urged him to 


lend the said letters to the Berliner Gramophone Com- - 


pany for use in this suit. lis request, however, was re- 
iused, and Mr. Blout thereupon made the affidavit relating 
to the letters which is offered in evidence in this case. 


THOMAS S. PARVIN. 


Sworn and subscribed to before me this 7th day of 
August, A. D. rgoo. 


Mary F. Lyons, 
[SEAL] Notary Public. 


Exhibit T. 8. P. No. 2 A, with said Affidavit. 
THe WESTERN Union Tre.ecrarn Company. 


Jurfes, 1900. 


° 
To Mr. 1. Blout, Teenty-three Mindred and lifteen St. 
Catharine Slreel, Alontreal, Canada. 
Copies of letters reecived. Very important that T should 
have originals, Please secure them by auy means and 
‘send to me at earliest possible moment. 


(Signed) THOS. S. PARVIN, 
Che. P. & Co. 


AFFIDAVIT OF JOSEPH SANDERS. 


Distrricr oF COLUMBIA, SS. 


Joseph Sanders, of the said District, being duly sworn 
doth depose and say that he is now and has been for a very 
long time well acquainted with Frank Seaman, who is the 
plaintiff in the above entitled cause; that he is now and 
has been for a long time familiar with the handwriting and 
signature of said Frank Seaman. 
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That on the 12th of May, 1900, he was sojourning in 
Montreal in the Province of Quebec, and when there saw 
the original of a certain letter bearing date of May oth, 
1900, addressed to the Montreal Star, a newspaper pub- 
lished in said Montreal and purporting to bear the signa- 
ture of said Frank Seaman that he read said letter, a true 
copy of which is annexed hereto, and that the said signa- 
ture of said Frank Seaman was in the genuine handwriting 
of said Frank Seaman. 

That he saw and read said letter in the presence of 
Emanuel Blout at the office of E. Berliner, which was then 
located at 2315 St. Catherine Strect, in said Montreal, and 
that on that occasion said letter was in the possession of 
Walter S. Marsan, who was at that time Business Man- 
ager of the said Montreal Star. 

JOSEPH SANDERS, 
J. SANDERS. 


: a 
Sworn and subscribed to before me this 6th day “of 
August, A. D. rgoo. 
Jostein SALOMON 


eae Notary Public 
Exhibit , With said Affidavit. 
E. B. 
PAW 


May goth, 1900. 
The Monircal Star, Montreal Canada. 

GENTLEMEN :—My customer, The Universal Talking 
Machine Co. for whom I am running an advertisement in 
your paper, advertising their Zon-o-phone, has called my 
attention to the fact that you are publishing an advertise- 
ment for E. Berliner in which it is stated that the Zon-o- 
phone is an infringement of the Gram-o-phone. In the 
first place, it seems to me that you make yourself liable for 


this statement; and in the second place, my customer re- 
4 
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constructed. The rights of the Zon-o-phone being exclu- 
sive, will be defended by all parties to the agreement. 
For Saie by dealers everywhere, including the Branches 
of the Columbia Phonograph Co. throughout the world. 
NATIONAL GRAM-O-PHONE CORPORATION, 
Broadway, Cor. 18th St., New York City. 


Exhibit F, with Answer. 


May 9th, 1900..- 
The Montreal Star, Montreal, Canada. 

GENTLEMEN:—My customer, The Universal Talking 
Machine Co., for whom I am running an advertisement in 
your paper, advertising their Zon-o-phone, has called my 
attention to the fact, that you are publishing an advertise- 
ment for E, Berliner, in which it is stated that the Zon-o- 
phone is an infringment of the Gram-o-phone. In the 
first place, it seems to me that you make yourself liable 
for this statement: and in the second place, my customer 
requests me to withdraw their advertisement of the Zon-o- 
phone, unless you have E. Berliner omit any such state- 
ment from his advertisement in your publication. 

Believing that you will see the justice of this, I am, 

Yours Very Truly, 


(Signed) FRANK SEAMAN. 


, Exhibit G, with Answer. 
FRANK yr MAN 
ENERAL, ADVERTISING. 
‘Main Offices 
874 Bpsedway, New York. 
5/9/1900. 
Publishers of The Star, adacel, Canada, 
Dear Sixs:—You will remember that some time ago, 1 
began advertising with you the Zon-o-phone, on account of 
the Universal Talking Machine Company; that Company 


Raymond R. Wile 
Research Library 


